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Amendments to the Claims: 

The following Listing of Claims will replace ail prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

LMg.o!:Cjaims 

1. (Original) A method of making a polymer electrolyte membrane comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a mixture of a polymer comprising a fluorinateel backbone and first 
pendant, groups., wherein said first pendant groups comprise groups selected from suiibnyl 
bolide and sulfonate groups, and a bisamidine compound; 

i i iixtnn into a membrane:, and 
c) reac ting the amidine groups of said bisamidine compound to form friazine groups. 

2. (Original.) The method according to claim 1 additionally comprising, after step c), the step of: 

d ■ converting said groups selected from sulfonyl halide and sulfonate groups to 
sulfonic acid groups. 

3. (Original) The method according to claim i wherein said first pendant groups are according 
to the formula: -Rd -SOgX, where X is -Q~;\ ' , where A+ is an organic or inorganic cation, and 

where R 3 is a branched or unbranched perfiuoroaikyl or pertluoroether group comprising 1-15 
carbon atoms and 0-4 oxygen atoms. 

4. ({ h-igina » 1 v u « . ' acc> rdh s. to claim 3 wherein A* is ammonium, km. 

5. (Original) The method according to claim 1 wherein said first pendant groups are according 
to the formula: -Rd-SOgX, where X is a halogen and where R* is a branched or unbranched 
peril uoroal.kyl or pertluoroether group comprising 1-15 carbon atoms and 0-4 oxygen atoms. 

6. (Original) The method according to claim 5 wherein X is F, 
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7. {Original} The method according to claim 1 wherein said first pendant groups arc according 
10 the formula: -O-CF^^^T^T^^- 

8. (Original ) The method according to claim 1 wherein said first pendant groups are according 
to the formula: -OmdVCFiCPipO-aVCFrSOoF. 

9. (i i s od a< di to claim 1 wherein said b nidinc m) Is art selectee 
> <> > t p 1 i„ lot inula 

H2N(HN-)C-R* U;;bNH)NH 2 ( I } 

vht v. x t >ras ched cn unbranehed partially ot full} fiu< rinated dkyl or eihei 

group comprising M5 carbon atoms and 0-4 oxygen atoms. 

i 0. (Original ) The method according to claim 1 wherein said bisamidine compounds are 
selec ( iron >« n out is according to the formula: 

H 2 N(HN-)e~R* * -C(-NH}NH 2 ( 1 ) 

where R n is a divalent, peril uorinated alky! group comprising 2-8 carbon atoms. 

11. (Origina en od coord i to viaim I wherein said bisamidine compounds are 
according io the formula: 1 bN(IlN-)("-C4Fg-<;( ::: Nfi)Nl b. 

12. (( .hi ethod accord l un vherein 1 hi ni line comp id u 
selected from compounds according to the formula: 

e 2 M<BN-}C>R ] U ;(-NH]Nlb ( i ) 

where Rd * is a divalent, branched ot unhi inched p irtiall) ot lull) fluorinaled ilk) ! os ether 
^ ^ ip - ! 'm x i ,vM 'kit -lov^i ato-N 
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.13. (Original) The method according to claim 3 wherein said hisamidine compounds are 
select* ! < let dii g to tht tbi m I 

H 2 N(HN*)C-R* U;(-NH)NH 2 ( I ) 

where R dent, pc tit mnated alkyl group comprisii 8 c k>s ito i 

14. (Original) The method according to claim 3 wherein said hisamidine compounds are 
according to the formula: H2N(HN--=)C-C4F 8 -C(-NH)NH2. 

15. {Original} The method according to claim 5 wherein said hisamidine compounds are 
selected from compounds according to the formula: 

H 2 N(Hhto )€-R* 3 -CfoN H)N 1 1 3 ( I } 

where is a divalent, branched or unbranehed, partially or rally ilnorinaied, alkyl or ether 
group comprising 1-15 carbon atoms and 0-4 oxygen atoms. 

1 6. (Original ) The method according to claim. 5 wherein said hisamidine compounds are 
selected .fro 1 ceording to the formula: 

H 2 N(1IN-)C~R 5 ] -C(-NI-I)NH 2 ( 1 ) 

where Rj 1 is a divalent, peril uorinated alkyl group comprising 2-8 carbon atoms. 

17. {Original} The method according to claim 5 wherein said hisamidine compounds are 
according to the formula: 1 foNii 1N ::: K'-CgPg-ia^NlDNlfo. 

18. (Original) The method according to claim 1 wherein step b) comprises imbibing said 
mixture duo a porous supporting matrix.. 

IP. (Original) The method according to claim 18 wherein said porous supporting matrix is a 
porous piiiytetrafhioroethylene web. 
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20,-47. (Canceled) 
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